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1. Veolia Sustainability Fund
Veolia, together with East and North Herts District councils have opened up a new sustainability fund designed to award individual grants of up to £1000. Applicants can also request in-kind resources or volunteers to help bring their project to life. Applications are open to individual, community groups, not-for-profit organisations can apply for funding under the following criteria:
Enhancing biodiversity
Promoting sustainable waste behaviours (reduce, reuse and/or recycle)
Protecting or preserving resources and the environment
Use of recycled, reused or reclaimed materials
Improving social wellbeing

Applications for projects that have considered the long-term or ongoing benefits for the community will be looked on favourably and all applications we be considered based on their merit. Closing date Wednesday 30 September.
For more details visit the Veolia website at https://www.veolia.co.uk/sustainability-fund
2. Local Government Reorganisation
The Government has announced its decision on Local Government Reorganisation (LGR) in Hertfordshire, confirming it will create four new unitary councils, subject to parliamentary approval.
From 1 April 2028 new authorities will take over responsibility for delivering the services currently provided by the county council and the district and borough councils in Hertfordshire where four new unitary authorities will replace existing councils: 
1. Eastern Hertfordshire - serving the communities of the existing Broxbourne Borough Council and East Herts District Council, plus the Northaw & Cuffley borough council ward from the existing Welwyn Hatfield Borough Council area and Royston Heath, Royston Palace, Royston Meridian, Ermine, Weston and Sandon district council wards from North Herts Council.
2. North West Hertfordshire - serving the communities of the existing Dacorum Borough Council and St Albans City & District Council
3. South West Hertfordshire - serving the communities of the existing Hertsmere Borough Council, Three Rivers District Council and Watford Borough Council
4. Central Hertfordshire - serving the communities of the existing North Herts Council (minus five district council wards), Stevenage Borough Council and Welwyn Hatfield Borough Council (minus the Northaw & Cuffley borough council ward)
The Government has stated that outline reason for its decision was that the four unitary council model reflects Hertfordshire’s distinct economic areas, the connection to local communities, a tailored approach to services and provides a strong foundation for devolution in Hertfordshire.
Hertfordshire is seeking the establishment of a Strategic Mayoral Authority with a directly elected Mayor for Hertfordshire as soon as possible to help unlock the county’s full potential w Local Government Reorganisation is an important step towards this.
More information on LGR in Hertfordshire can be found here https://www.hertfordshire-lgr.co.uk/
3. New BetterPoints Reward App launched 
Funded by East Herts District Council through the UK Shared Prosperity Fund, the BetterPoints scheme aims to inspire residents to swap short car journeys for walking, cycling, wheeling and public transport.
Local people can simply download the free BetterPoints app and use it to record journeys made on foot, by bike, in a wheelchair, by bus or train. Each eligible journey earns points, which can be redeemed at participating local businesses, exchanged for major brand vouchers or donated to local charities.
By making small changes to everyday travel habits, residents can help reduce congestion, improve air quality and improve their health.
Available to download from app stores.
https://www.eastherts.gov.uk/latest-news/2026/rewards-app-launches-inspire-healthier-journeys-and-support-local-businesses
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